
 
ERBA CASTLE* 
* building totally or partially in ruins 

You can find this point of interest in Erba - Path 1 - Stage 4 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 

(Silvia Fasana) 
 
Erba castle was probably built between the 10th and 11th century, in a strategic position to control the Pian d'Erba and 
the Brianza lakes. The first owners were the Ghibelline family of the De Herba or Erba, who later transferred it to the 
Parravicinis of Parravicino. 
The people of Erba Castle had an important moment of glory in 1160 during the Battle of Tassera between Frederick 
Barbarossa and the Milanese. It was when the fortunes of the battle were becoming favourable to the imperial forces 
and their allies that the inhabitants of Erba and Orsenigo, rebelling against their masters Parravicini, rushed to the 
rescue of the Milanese, offering their decisive contribution and forcing Barbarossa to flee. 
Historian Angelo Bassi from Erba wrote: «For this aid, Milan granted Erba the citizenship of Milan, an honour 
subsequently renewed by all governments that ruled Milan until the French invasion of 1796; for this reason Erba 
preserves the coat of arms and flag of the Municipality of Milan, i.e. a red cross on a white background». 
During the battles between the Torriani and Visconti families, in 1278 the castle was besieged and temporarily 
conquered by Cassone della Torre, who had laid siege to the castle as revenge against the people of Erba castle who had 
became allies with his opponent, Archbishop Ottone Visconti, in the Battle of Desio in 1277. 
In 1404 Giovanni da Carcano, an ally of the Viscontis, held prisoner in the castle two members of the Rusca family, 
Franchino and Ottone, until the peace between Milan and Como was concluded; a few years later, in 1407, when the 
castle was taken by leader Pandolfo Malatesta, Giovanni Visconti ordered it to be besieged by another famous man of 
arms of the time, Facino Cane. 
The destruction of the castle is to be dated between the middle of the 5th and the middle of the 6th century; in 1560 it 
was already a heap of ruins. 
In the 19th century, the Valaperta family purchased the ownership of the place as a summer residence, and erected two 
circular towers on the side of the park which overlooks the valley called “Pravalle”, to commemorate the formal glories 
of the castle. 
 

(Freely drawn from G. Mauri, La via dei castelli. Itinerario N. 3, Comune di Erba) 


