
 

CHURCH OF S. MARIA DEGLI ANGELI (ST. MARY OF THE ANGELS) 
You can find this point of interest in Erba - Path 1 - Stage 4 
 

INFORMATION 

Location: the church of S. Maria degli Angeli is located next to Villa Amalia, in Piazza San Giovanni Battista De La 
Salle. 
Paving: the forecourt overlooked by the entrance to the church is cobbled, as is the pathway leading to it and the 
pathway leading to the main entrance. There are lawns and trees and stone seats opposite the forecourt and along the 
sides of the pathways. 
The steps preceding the entrance are paved in stone. At the top of the steps there is a stone landing. The interior of the 
church, after a stone strip, has a beautiful terracotta tile floor. 
Architectural barriers: to access the portal one must climb 9 semicircular stone steps, followed by a landing. To 
access the church one must cross a low stone threshold.   
Access: the access to the church is from the entrance overlooking Piazza San Giovanni Battista De La Salle, which 
leads into an enclosed area (the so-called bussola) with two side doors. 
Services: parking available in the area. 
Leisure and Food: - 
Other information: the church is normally closed, except on special occasions such as the great feast of Saint Anthony 
(mid-January). 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 
(Silvia Fasana) 
 
The church of S. Maria degli Angeli (St. Mary of the Angels) is the only part which remained almost intact of the 
former Franciscan friary erected between 1480 and 1489 on land donated by Galdo and Leone Carpani. The church was 
consecrated on January 21, 1498 by Franciscan mons. Guglielmo, Bishop of Segone in Corsica, and, originally, it had 
the typical structure of 15th century Franciscan churches. Once the adjacent friary was suppressed and the neoclassical 
Villa Amalia was built in its place, it became the chapel of the latter. 
The current appearance of the church dates back both to the adaptation works to the former friary commissioned by 
lawyer Marliani to Leopoldo Pollack in the years 1798-1801 and the later ones  carried out by the various owners of 
Villa Amalia. 
The simple gabled façade, surmounted by a beautiful rose window, was completely repainted around 1850 in neo-
Gothic style; its sides, within the niches painted “en trompe l'oeil”, portray Saint Roch (top left), St. Peter (bottom left), 
Saint Anthony the Abbot (top right) and Saint Andrew (bottom right). 
The interior has a single nave, and is covered by a trussed timber roof. The signs of the arches of the chapels walled in 
during the restructuring carried out by Pollack are still visible on the side walls. Along the right wall, from the entrance 
downwards, you will find the funeral monument of Massimiliano Giovanni Rinaldo Stampa with a bas-relief (Angel 
with trumpet) attributed to the school of Canova and that of Count Alberto Amman; they are followed by a fresco dated 
1496 depicting a Madonna and Child with Angel Musicians, under which one can note the fragment of a Crucifixion 
and the 18th century altar dedicated to St. Anthony, with a statue of the Saint which probably came from the suppressed 
Abbey of Sant’Antonio Abate (St. Anthony the Abbot) in Mevate (“lower” Erba). An elegant Renaissance pulpit which 
Marquis Massimiliano Stampa ordered to be transferred here from the suppressed Chiaravalle Abbey protrudes from the 
left wall, near the presbytery. 
A triumphal arch opens the wall occupied by a large fresco of the Crucifixion surrounded by other related episodes 
contained in the Gospels (the Gethsemane and the Crowning with thorns on the left, and the Incredulity of St. Thomas 
and the Ascension to the right). It was inspired by a similar one made by Bernardino Luini in 1529 for the church of S. 
Maria degli Angeli in Lugano. In the 18th century the central part of the fresco was mutilated to allow the insertion of 
the new high altar, which is still on site: the tabernacle with the small gilded wood temple was built by the Torricelli 



brothers from Lugano in 1738. The apse was repainted in 1850 in neo-Gothic style (like the façade) with a “trompe 
l'oeil” simulating a tent. 
The church of S. Maria degli Angeli carefully preserved the relic of the hand of St. Antoninus, martyr, received as 
donation in 1498. Tradition has it that in the 15th century a finger detached from the relic (perhaps stolen or otherwise 
removed) ended up in the Franciscan friary of the Reformed Order of the Friars Minor of Santa Croce in Como; once 
found and taken back to Erba, the finger is supposed to have reattached itself to the rest of the hand. 
The church of Santa Maria degli Angeli is also known as the Church of S. Antonio (St. Anthony), because every 
January 17th a great feast dedicated to the saint, protector of animals, is celebrated on its churchyard. In the past the 
feast was celebrated in front of the old Abbey of Saint Anthony in Mevate d’Erba, but, after the suppression of this 
abbey, it migrated to Santa Maria degli Angeli. The consequent circus and the first movie shows, which attracted people 
from all over Brianza, have been replaced by the funfair and dozens of stalls, ending with the «Gran falò del purcel 
(Great Bonfire of the Pig)», where fire is set to a papier-mâché pig. 

 
(Freely drawn from G. Mauri, Alla scoperta della Vecchia Erba. Itinerario N. 2, Comune di Erba) 


