
 

LAKE PUSIANO  
This point of interest is not located along the itinerary. The vantage point for the view can be found in via Crotto 
Rosa. 
 
DESCRIPTION 
(Silvia Fasana) 
 
It is the «sweet Eupili» sung by Parini (who was born on its banks, in the village of Bosisio,) the «glittering Eupili» 
cherished by Ugo Foscolo when deeply in love, watery mirror depicted by the intense brushwork of Giovanni Segantini 
in “Ave Maria on the Lake”. It is Lake Pusiano, the most celebrated among the lakes of Brianza, perhaps for the gentle 
landscape in which it is inserted. Like all lakes in Brianza, it has the typical characteristics of a glacial basin. At the time 
of its formation, it formed a single body of water with Lake Alserio in a natural basin south of the town of Erba formed 
by an ice tongue coming from the north. The two basins were then separated from the accumulation of alluvial deposits 
transported by the river Lambro at the exit of the Valassina valley. 
Although it is the deepest lake in Brianza, it is not particularly deep, with a maximum depth of approx. 24 metres. Lake 
Pusiano is fed mainly by the Lambrone, an artificial diversion of the original course of the river Lambro, which flows 
from Erba into the lake near the reed grove of Lido Moiana. The exit of the emissary receives the waters of Lake 
Alserio and some minor streams in Ponte Nuovo, thus reconstituting the Lambro a few hundred yards downstream. 
The shores have maintained their natural appearance despite the presence of numerous villages along them, and all the 
different types of freshwater humid riparian environments are still present. The white and yellow water-lilies which in 
the summer colour the surface of the lake with their florescence had already been noticed by Stendhal, who at the end of 
August 1818 made a short trip to Brianza, described in his diary “Voyage dans la Brianza avec Giuseppe Vismara”: 
«Our boat skirted the southern side of the lake. Among the reeds we picked some nice white flowers, and a yellow one 
that has something Egyptian about it». The water-marsh birds, which use the body of water and reed areas as feeding 
and breeding areas, are noticeable both for their numbers and insouciance. In particular, one can observe dabbling ducks 
such as mallards, teals, and gadwalls, and diving ducks such as pochards and tufted ducks, as well as coots and grebes. 
One can not speak of Lake Pusiano without mentioning one of its biggest attractions, the small privately owned Isola 
dei Cipressi (Cypress Island), with its characteristic oval shape, located at a short distance from the shore to the south-
west of Pusiano. Traces of pile-dwelling settlements have been found not only on the Island, but in the hamlets of 
Comarcia and Pascolo di Bosisio, too, since 1856. 
The waters of Lake Pusiano, too, have unfortunately suffered from the increasing urbanization of the surrounding area, 
especially in the 70s and 80s of the last century, with the consequent increase of sewage and pollution. Thanks to an 
intense coordination between the administrations of the seven riverside Municipalities, the collection of residential and 
industrial waste-water and the capillary monitoring of the status of the waters is currently under way. Lake Pusiano is 
included within the boundaries of the Lambro Valley Regional Nature Park established in 1983, and in 2003 it was 
identified as a Site of Community Importance (SCI), therefore it is a protected area in all respects. 


